EPISODES   OF THE   GREAT  WAR        [1916

to us before we could align our next advance with
that of the French. On 19th July there came the
first attempt on Guillemont from Trones Wood, which
failed to advance. That attack had a wide front,
but its main fury was on the left, where Pozieres
and its Windmill crowned the slope up which ran the
Albert-Bapaume road. The village had long ere
this been pounded flat, the Windmill was a stump,
and the trees in the gardens matchwood, but every
yard of those devastated acres was fortified in the
German fashion with covered trenches, deep dug-
outs, and machine-gun emplacements. On 23rd
July we attacked from the south and west, but
failed owing to the strength of the enemy's machine-
gun fire. The French, by the second week of August,
had carried all the German third position south of the
Somme.

On Friday, 18th August, came the next combined
attack. There was a steady pressure everywhere
from Thiepval to the Sormne. The main advance
took place at 2.45 in the afternoon, in fantastic
weather, with bursts of hot sunshine followed by
thunderstorms and flights of rainbows. South of
Thiepval we cleared out the strongly fortified work
known as the Leipzig Redoubt, which had been part
of the old German front line. Elsewhere we were
less successful, but we pushed closer to Martinpuich
and advanced in the area of High Wood and Longue-
val and Delville Wood. Meanwhile the French
carried the greater part of Mauripas village, and the
place called Calvary Hill to the south-east.

We were now fighting on the watershed.    At
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